
INCLUSIONS:- 

¨ Coach Transport with a Friendly & Professional Driver(s) 

¨ Accommodation & Meals (as indicated) 

¨ Attractions / Entries (as selected) 
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DAY 1:-                    D DAY 2:-            B/PL/D  

We board our coach this morning to start our                      
4 Day Turn-Back Time in Swan Hill Tour.   

What better way to learn about Victoria’s rich history, than experiencing it for yourself.  From the gold 
mining era in Bendigo, to our early pioneer towns along the Murray.  Turn-back time, as you    enter 
the famous Pioneer Settlement Swan Hill, Australia’s first heritage museum.  Featuring local               
Aboriginal culture, staff in period costume and old fashioned transport.  The new ‘Heartbeat of the 
Murray Spectacular’ Laser Light & Water show will be a special treat for all ages. 
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Travelling to Swan Hill via Bendigo, we visit the Central 
Deborah Mine.   Students will be taken on a Mine       
Experience Tour.   Donning a hard hat and miner’s lamp, 
descend 61 metres beneath the surface of Bendigo and 
walk in the footsteps of past miners!   Become enthralled 
by Bendigo’s underworld as you are guided through the 
honeycomb of underground tunnels with a friendly and 
knowledgeable guide. With only the light on your cap to 
light the path you will discover what conditions as a    
miner was really like during the harsh gold rush era.    

Afterwards, explore the surface of the mine with its      
treasure trove of vintage mining machinery, gold       
panning and interpretive museum.   

Overnight:-   Pioneer Settlement Lodges 

We have lunch at Lake Weeroona  before boarding our 
coach once more, to continue our journey to Swan Hill 
but not before the kids get to play on the Lake              
Weeroona Adventure Playground. 

On arrival in Swan Hill we settle in to our rooms before 
having dinner at camp. 

After breakfast this morning,  we step back in time, as we 
spend our day at the Pioneer Settlement.    

Because of the many rivers with their constant supply of 
food and water, as well as access to other  natural      
resources, the Swan Hill region is rich in archaeological 
remains, fossils and artefacts. The indigenous history 
stretches back over 50,000 years and pays homage to 
the original inhabitants of this land; Wadi Wadi and   
Wamba Wamba people. 

The environmental difficulty experienced by early settlers 
demonstrates the remoteness of the Mallee. Buildings are 
more modest and intended to be temporary in the     
pursuit of exploration, agriculture and pasteurisation in a 
hostile environment. This gives way to the ingenuity of the 
early settlers and their design in machinery, housing and 
travel.� 

Through a variety of hands-on activities students can live 
and learn like a pioneer in the early 19th century of the 
Mallee region.  

Activities can be tailored to suit curriculums or student  
levels and can include:-   Rope Making, Photo Parlour, 
Print Shop, rides in Horse Drawn Carriage and a Vintage 
Car, Pioneer School, Blacksmith, Morse Code, Indigenous      
Culture and more……. 



DAY 3:-                                                         B/PL/D DAY 2:-  continued        B/PL/D 

What visit to the Pioneer Settlement would be complete, 
without a ride aboard the PS Pyap. 

The paddlesteamer Pyap was built at Mannum in South 
Australia in 1896.  Despite her great size – she is almost 30 
metres long and 4.8 metres wide – she has a very shallow 
draft, which means she can float in less than a metre of 
water. 

In her early days she was used as a floating general store. 
She travelled the lower Murray River, stopping at small 
towns and farm stations along the way. Inside, she had a 
serving counter, a store section and a separate drapery 
at the rear of her lower deck. The crew slept on the upper 
deck. 

The PS Pyap travelled 500 kilometres each week selling 
goods to settlers at over 60 settlements and landing    
places along the river. 

In our modern day, the PS Pyap is used to take people for 
a 1-hour cruise on the Mighty Murray River.  Travelling up 
river past the historic Murray Downs Homestead. 

 

After a day of old fashioned fun and education,  we return 
to our accommodation for a bit of free-time before dinner. 

Tonight we return to the Pioneer Settlement to watch the 
Heartbeat of the Murray Laser Light Show.   

Set on the banks of the Little Murray River, the world-class 
‘Heartbeat of the Murray’ is a 360-degree multi-media 
spectacular unlike anything ever seen in Australia. 

Using water, light, laser, sound and special effects to tell 
the story of the Murray, you’ll be transported back 30    
million years, before travelling forward through time to the 
Murray River as we know it today. 

This state-of-the-art show is the first of its kind in the world 
to use a natural river environment and setting as the 
background.� 

Overnight:-   Pioneer Settlement Lodges 

This morning we travel approximately 20kms north of 
Swan Hill to ride on the Speewa Ferry (or Punt, as it is 
known by the locals).    

Cross the Murray River in style on the famous Speewa 
Ferry, one of the last remaining ferries in operation along 
this section of the Murray River.  

This is a by foot ride, as the coach will be too large to 
board the ferry. 

Afterwards we head to the Lake Boga Flying Boat      
Museum.    

Lake Boga Flying Boat Base was a Royal Australian Air 
Force flying boat base during World War II.� 

Hidden under the canopy of a modern hangar, you 
will discover what the imperial enemy couldn’t find, 
the secret No.1 Flying Boat Repair Depot in Australia, 
used during the Second World War. 

Under the guidance and dedication of the Lake Boga 
Lions Club, this remarkable museum takes us back to 
the 1940s, where Catalinas were more common on 
the lake than speed boats are today. 

While you are there, make sure you explore inside the 
rebuilt A24-30 Catalina Flying Boat or go underground 
into the secret Communication Bunker, where one 
can gain an understanding of the importance this 
base held during the Second World War. 

For those wanting to use today’s more modern      
communication devices, enter into the command 
centre and be briefed with a short film depicting the 
events that occurred during this period.  

The shores of Lake Boga is the perfect place for us to 
eat our packed lunches.  

This afternoon we return to the Pioneer Settlement for 
more Educational programs. 

Finally students have a chance to unwind at the       
Riverside Park, after a big few days .  The Riverside Park 
has a playground that has something for all ages and 
room for kids to kick a footy, play chasey or maybe you 
would prefer to take a walk along the path that follows 
the banks of the Murray River, from the Park to the  
Wetlands. 

Overnight:-   Pioneer Settlement Lodges 



Other Activities available:- 

¨ Bendigo:-  

- Chinese Joss House 
- The Great Stupa of Universal Compassion 
- Bendigo Tramways Museum 
- The Golden Dragon Museum 
- Discovery Science & Technology Centre 

¨ Swan Hill:- 

- Olson Pheasant Farm 
- Add an extra day of  Activities at the Pioneer  
  Settlement 
- Cross the Victorian-NSW border on one of only  
  two surviving Murray River bridges with Allan trust  
  spans 

¨ Echuca:- 

- Port of Echuca (including Paddlesteamer ride) 
- TwistEd Science—Floating Classroom 
- Kingfisher Eco Cruises, Barmah 
- The National Holden Museum 

www.ctoa.com.au 

REQUEST A QUOTE OR MORE INFORMATION:- 

Contact Details:- 

Coach Tours of Australia 
9 McDougall Road 
Sunbury   3429 
Ph: 1800  224 022 or (03) 9740 8411 

DAY 4:-                                                         B/PL  

After breakfast this morning, we load our luggage  and 
depart Swan Hill and begin our journey back to school. 

Travelling via Echuca, our last attraction for this tour will 
be twistED Science.    

Here students will have a chance to get in touch with 
their inner scientist and have fun playing science! 
They will test their reaction speed, discover the future of 
food, challenge their friends to build a virtual river, make 
fantastic flying machines and experience a new way to 
play. 
 
Choose one or more of the curriculum based                
educational programs offered at twistED Science     
Echuca. 

Arriving back at school at 3.30pm (time approximate 
and depends on location of school and activities     
chosen at twistED Science), to end our 4 Day Turn-back 
Time in Swan Hill Tour. 

LEGEND:- 

B Breakfast 

PL Lunch  

D Dinner 
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